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Introduction and Motivation

The Black & Brown Collective for
Community Solutions to Gun Violence
(“B&B Collective”) is a nonprofit organization
of multi-disciplinary scholars from over two
dozen academic and research institutions.
Our members use their professional expertise,
training, and lived experiences to deepen
understanding of community violence and
motivate comprehensive, community-driven
responses to gun violence and harm across
the United States.

The B&B Collective investigates the causes,
consequences, responses, and solutions

to gun violence in the Black and Brown
communities where gun violence is
disproportionately concentrated. Our mission is
to enhance safety and wellness in communities

Our Origins

The B&B Collective was loosely formed in 202],
following the historic spike in gun violence in
communities across the United States that
coincided with the COVID-19 pandemic. We
were driven by a shared commitment to
improving the efficacy of research, policy, and
practice that enhances safety and wellbeing
of communities most directly impacted by
gun violence. Yet, gun violence and its harms
have plagued disinvested and economically
segregated Black and Brown communities for
decades—long before the COVID-19 pandemic
exposed deep and worsening gaps in safety,
health, and longevity.

We know that research, policy, and practice
have often fallen short in tackling the complex
root causes, consequences, and solutions to

throughout the United States, particularly in the
Black and Brown communities that have been
disproportionately impacted by gun violence.

This document reflects the collective
insights of our scholars, drawing from
decades of scholarship. It outlines the
principles and priorities that guide our
research and evaluation activities,
establishing a foundation for systematic
inquiry within our organization and
collaboration with external partners and
funders. These principles align with our
vision of fostering equitable, just, and healthy
communities where people and families can
thrive free from fear or threat of violence.

violence. Too many families that look like ours
live with the trauma, fear, and rage that come
with persistent violence in spaces where they
should feel safe to learn, play, work, and thrive.
Furthermore, much of the prevailing research
has failed to reflect the priorities, questions,
and needs of these families, nor has it been
led by researchers who represent and remain
accountable to their commmunities.

The Collective engages in and promotes
rigorous, culturally responsive, community-
engaged, and equitable research practices
that promote healing and save lives. We
are committed to growing and supporting
the field of Black and Brown gun violence
researchers whose work is similarly grounded
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in these values. This scholarship examines
multiple levels and forms of violence within
our communities, providing critical guidance
toward sustained improvements in safety
and health.

We envision that the contributions of our
individual and collective translational and
interdisciplinary research will help build
equitable, just, and healthy communities
where people and families can flourish. Our
research principles and priorities seek to
challenge existing paradigms and dismantle
structural barriers, setting a path forward
for producing knowledge that serves the
prosperity of all communities, especially
Black and Brown ones.

Brief Context

Community violence impacts millions
annually in the United States, causing far-
reaching physical, psychological, and
emotional harms,'?34® particularly when
firearms are involved.” Communities that
have faced structural racism, disinvestment,
and inequitable policies disproportionately
shoulder the death, injury, and trauma caused
by this violence. Indeed, although Black
Americans comprise only 13% of the U.S.
population, they account for 52% of homicide
victims. For at least three decades, firearm
homicide has been the leading cause of
death for Black boys and young men, and

the second leading cause of death for Latino
boys and young men.® Black and Latine people
experience homicide rates 10 and 2 times
higher, respectively, than White Americans.®
In the most racially and economically
segregated neighborhoods, residents face

The Collective’s mission
is to engage in and
promote rigorous,
culturally responsive,
community-engaged,
and equitable research
practices that promote
healing and save lives.

nearly four times the risk of firearm assault
injury compared to those in socioeconomically
privileged neighborhoods.®

Community violence is both a cause

and consequence of inequity, residential and
economic segregation, and concentrated
disadvantage. Many of the people who
cause violence have experienced repeated
exposure to it, either directly or within their
communities,'*"? heightening their risk of
future violence. Weapon carrying, often a
response to perceived and real vulnerability,”
exacerbates community safety concerns
and increases the likelihood of justice
system involvement. It is therefore critical
for research on community violence to
interrogate the complexities surrounding

its harms and situate the harms within

their historical, structural, political, and
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environmental contexts. For too long, gun who earn their doctoral degrees and in the
violence has been framed narrowly as a federal funding awarded "' to Black and
criminal justice issue, ignoring its deep Brown scholars. This lack of representation
economic, environmental, social, health, among researchers from communities
historical, and political roots. most impacted by gun violence has led to
substantial shortcomings in the priorities
Further, much of the community violence of much of the research funding, public
research that has guided policy and practice or private, that has been allocated to
remains too narrow in several ways. Extant gun violence. Finally, there is a persistent
research often fails to fully capture the disconnect between the scale of gun
complexity of community violence or violence and gun deaths and the level
meaningfully engage with the perspectives of federal research funding dedicated to
of the people and communities most addressing it over the past several decades,
proximal to and harmed by violence. There limiting the evidence base needed to
are also significant disparities in both the advance policy and practice.

total number of Black and Brown people

Research Principles

v v v v v

Honoring of

Accountability Interdisciplinary Black, Brown,

. - i Liberation Humanit
to Community and Versatility and Indigenous y

Theoretical
Frameworks

As an organization led by Black and Brown scholars urgently seeking solutions to the violence
harming our communities, we are committed to advancing research guided by five core principles:

o Accountability to Community responsibility to conduct research that
is relevant to, reflective of, protective of,
and accountable to our communities.
We hold ourselves to high standards of
research excellence, rigor, and integrity as
we are in constant engagement with the
communities most affected by the harms
of structural and individual-level violence.
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We come from, live in, or are otherwise
directly connected to communities
most impacted by gun violence and
the structural, social, and economic
disinvestments that have created
incredible inequities in societal safety
and health. This connection drives our
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e Interdisciplinary and Versatility

We respect various disciplines,
approaches, and tools of measurement
and assessment. Gun violence is @
complex, multifaceted problem, and
solving it requires perspectives across
the social sciences, humanities, and
liberal arts—including fields like history,
philosophy, psychology, geography, and
urban planning. We also embrace a
variety of methods, including qualitative,
quantitative, mixed, observational, and
participatory research, as relevant and
appropriate for the research inquiry.

e Honoring Black, Brown, and Indigenous
Theoretical Frameworks

Our research is built on the foundations
of scholars who came before us, both
those who knocked down barriers in
academia and research and others who
were excluded or whose experiential or
scholarly wisdom has been discounted.
We aim to root our epistemological,
pedagogical, and ontological orientations
in the historical experiences of Black,
Brown, and indigenous scholars who have
employed and continue to utilize critical,
intersectional, anti-oppressive, and
anti-racist theoretical frameworks and
perspectives in their works. Furthermore,
we acknowledge and seek to dismantle
the pervasiveness of anti-Black racism
throughout historical and contemporary
research, policy, and practice related to
gun violence.

o Liberation

Our research has greater value than
solely contributing to the body of
knowledge on gun violence. We affirm
that while our research creates new
knowledge, it must do so for the purposes

of liberating Black, Brown, and indigenous
people from oppression, marginalization,
and violence to create fully human
experiences of self-determination. We
aim to produce research and knowledge
that has liberation as its goal.

e Humanity

Too often, Black and Brown people

and communities are dehumanized
and pathologized in gun violence
research, constraining perspectives and
understandings about gun violence. The
complexities of our communities are
reduced to statistics and essentialist
terminology. Persons are labeled as
“victim” or “offender” in a manner that
is divorced from the reality of everyday
experience. We reject simplistic and
binary narratives that do not reflect
the complexities of people nor violence
among acquaintances, friends, or even
family members. We will lead and co-
produce research that recognizes that all
people are human beings worthy of love,
respect, and redemption.

We will lead and co-
produce research that
recognizes that all people
are human beings worthy
of love, respect, and
redemption.
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Research Priorities and
Key Questions

We prioritize research that centers the understanding,
perceptions, and experiences of those most affected
by gun violence.

The extant literature on gun violence prevention and reduction centers law enforcement as the
main authority for improving or addressing community safety. As an organization focused on
community solutions, we aim to expand the knowledge base by prioritizing research that builds on
previous scholarship and centers the understanding, perceptions, and experiences of those most
affected by gun violence. The focus of our efforts includes the following questions that explore and
deepen our understanding of the causes and consequences of gun violence, as well as questions
that examine promising and effective solutions.

n Causes and Consequences

- What role do individual, familial, - What are the driving narratives about those
intergenerational, and systemic trauma at highest risk for gun violence and those
play in producing gun violence? who have been victimized by gun violence?

+ How do systemic and historical conditions « How do the experiences of gun violence
generate, contribute to, and exacerbate vary within and across racialized groups?

gun violence, across place and over time?
- How do the experiences of gun violence

« What is the relationship between racial vary across intersectional identities (e.g.,
justice, racial healing, and gun violence Black women, undocumented Latine
prevention? youth, co-victims of homicide, Black

transgendered men)?
+ How can individual- and community-level

healing ameliorate gun violence? « How do gun violence experiences vary
by geography and region?
+ How do public narratives shape public

policy and responses to gun violence? - Where are the intersections between
community violence and other forms
* How do public narratives shape of violence, including intimate partner
experiences and perceptions of gun violence, state violence, and self-
violence, among those at highest risk? inflicted violence?

=



GUIDING RESEARCH PRINCIPLES AND PRIORITIES

Causes and Consequences

(continued)

+ How can the fields of intimate partner

violence, state violence, community
violence, and self-inflicted violence
enhance the other’s understanding of,
and solutions to, physical violence in
Black and Brown communities?

- How do the concepts of power, control,

fear, survival, and resilience manifest
across different types of violence,
including intimate partner violence,
community violence, state violence,
and structural violence?

n Policy and Practice Solutions

What are the outcomes and impacts of
community-driven, non-law enforcement-
based violence prevention and intervention
strategies that include, but also extend
beyond, nationally recognized models?

How do community leaders use research
and data to address violence?

How can research and data better
support the evolution of community-
developed and community-driven
interventions and strategies?

How do digital platforms and emerging
technologies help community leaders
understand and respond to gun violence?

How do community leaders influence
and affect public narratives around
gun violence?

What are the outcomes and impacts of
interventions and strategies that focus on
trauma healing and mental health among
those most vulnerable to gun violence?

What are the tools community leaders
use to assess adversity, trauma, and
mental health to support Black and
Brown people at risk of gun violence
victimization and perpetration?

What are the outcomes and impacts of
public policies that focus on building and
sustaining the infrastructure for safe and
thriving Black and Brown communities?
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Conclusion

The B&B Collective is committed to advancing
equitable and rigorous research. Our
research activities inform and are informed
by our other four core strategies: engaging
communities; mentoring emerging scholars;

informing policy and practice; and shaping
public narratives. This research agenda is
central to advancing our mission of enhancing
the safety and wellness in communities across

the United States.

Strategles
Collaborative Engaging Ment‘?“ng Ianrmlng
L Junior Policy and
Research Communities §
Scholars Practice

Shaping
Media
and Public
Narratives
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